Assessment of antiarrhythmic drug efficacy in the treatment of supraventricular arrhythmias.
Few guidelines exist for judging the efficacy of antiarrhythmic drugs in patients with supraventricular arrhythmias. Useful definitions concerning the frequency and duration of supraventricular arrhythmias are offered, and complete and partial efficacy criteria are outlined for noninvasive electrocardiographic and invasive electrophysiologic techniques. Several open label, double-blind, parallel and crossover study designs are suggested for efficacy studies concerning the termination and prevention of supraventricular tachycardia. These recommendations are useful for designing new drug trials needed to evaluate properly the efficacy of antiarrhythmic agents in the treatment of various supraventricular arrhythmias.